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Fourth International ITIS Network Meeting








The Fourth International ITIS Network meeting will be held from 25-27 April 1997 in Marrakesh, Morocco.  The meeting will be jointly organized by the International Irrigation Management Institute, Cemagref, the Ministère de l’Agriculture et de la Mise en Valeur Agricole of Morocco and Faculté des Sciences of the Cadi Ayyad University.  





The objective of the ITIS meeting is to exchange experiences on the application of information techniques in irrigation systems and to obtain insights into the requirements for successful development and application of information techniques. 


 


The theme of the Fourth Network Meeting will be “Modern Techniques for Manual Operation of Irrigation Canals” and the goal will be to discuss the latest improvement procedures regarding fully manually operated canal and partly automated canal.





The fourth ITIS meeting will take place after another international workshop to be held in Marrakesh during 22-24 April 1997 on “The regulation of irrigation canals: State of the art of research and applications” co-organized by  the University of Marrakesh, Cemagref and LAAS-CNRS.





The theme of the fourth ITIS meeting was chosen to be consistent with that of the workshop with the goal of allowing some researchers and managers to participate actively in both meetings. The international workshop will concentrate more on “control engineering” whereas the ITIS meeting will be more focussed on practical improvements for manual operation.





Type of Contribution


The unique feature of the ITIS network meeting is to provide a forum for managers and researchers to share their own experiences and achievements in the management field.  Contributions from researchers and managers, preferably on a joint basis, based on real life applications are called. 





Topics


Improvement of manual canal operation is the theme of our fourth network meeting.  Contributions are expected to address the issue with practical considerations, preferably, supported by some efficiency assessment (hydraulic, economic and sociological) as well.





Format


Submitted papers should be 8 pages long (including maps and figures) and should follow the proposed Grid presented in the “Introduction Paper” document.





Deadlines


01 Mar.  1997	:	Submission of paper and registration


31 Mar.  1997	:	Distribution of all papers to participants





Registration


no registration fees are required


registrations should be made before 1 March 1997
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For further information and registration, Moroccan participants should contact either:





Mr. Aït Kadi						Prof.  Ahmed Benhammou


Directeur de l’Administration du Génie Rural		Université Cadi Ayyad	


Vice Président de l’ANAFID				Faculté des Sciences Semlalia


Avenue Hassan II						Département de Physique


B.P. 1069						4000 Marrakesh


Rabat						Maroc


Maroc				Tel (+212)443 46 49 no456


Fax:[212] 769 0015				Fax (+212) 443 75 52			








International participants should contact:





Dr. Daniel Renault					Dr. P.O.Malaterre


IIMI ITIS Unit						Cemagref     Domaine de Lavalette


P.O. Box 2075						361 Rue J.F. Breton


Colombo							BP 5095    -  34 033


Sri Lanka							Montpellier Cedex 1       France


Tel: 94-1-867404						Tel ( 33) 4 67 0463 00


Fax:94-1-866854						Fax: (33) 4 67 63 57 95


E-mail:  d.renault@cgnet.com			E-mail:Pierre-olivier.malaterre@cemagref.fr


	


Selection Committee


Papers should be sent to Dr. Daniel Renault, IIMI, prior to 1 March 1997, for selection and revision by a committee composed of:


Professor G.V. Skogerboe , Head, IIMI-Pakistan 


Dr. Daniel Renault, IIMI ITIS Unit


Professor Ahmed Benhammou, University of Marrakesh


Dr. P.O. Malaterre, Cemagref


M. Hallani, ORMVAH, Marrakesh, Morocco 


M. Hemakumara, IIMI ITIS Unit


 


What is ITIS? 





In recent years, many computer-based models and tools have been developed to support irrigation managers in taking better decisions on issues related to irrigation management (operations, water scheduling, maintenance, etc.).  Often, however, these models/tools are not targeted towards the needs of irrigation managers, while managers are not aware of recent developments in irrigation technology.  This has led to a disappointingly low contribution of computer-based tools to irrigation management.  With this in mind, the International Irrigation Management Institute (IIMI) and the French Research Center for Agriculture and Environmental Engineering (Cemagref) launched a network that would bring together irrigation researchers and managers to work on generating and using better information for decisions making: Information Techniques for Irrigation Systems (ITIS).  The ITIS Network has a light and flexible structure and consists of the following five elements:





A newsletter disseminating experiences with information techniques in irrigation systems


An annual Network Meeting


A database of individuals and institutions


A database of experiences with information techniques in irrigation systems


An IIMI-Cemagref coordinating committee
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